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EXECUTIVE ORDER

Commissioning the Collaborative Scopes of Care Study and
Creating an Advisory Committee

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Office of the Governor of the State of
Colorado, 1, Bill Ritter, Jr., Governor of the State of Colorado, hereby issue this
Executive Order commissioning the Collaborative Scopes of Care Study and creating the
Collaborative Scopes of Care Advisory Committee (the “Advisory Committee™).

I Background and Need

The health care system in Colorado involves a complex interface between individuals,
patients, facilities, insurers, state policy and health care providers. One important aspect
of the system is the availability of qualified health care professionals to provide
appropriate, high quality care to the appropriate patient in the appropriate setting. It is
clear from health manpower studies that we do not have sufficient numbers of providers,
especially physicians and dentists, to meet the current needs of Coloradans. This
problem is especially acute in rural and other underserved communities, where many
individuals simply have no access to health care regardless of whether they are insured or
can otherwise afford care. In addition, the threat of the next influenza pandemic, while
marked by uncertainty in terms of when it will occur or with what severity, has
highlighted the current inadequate health care workforce by revealing how meager our
available medical provider surge capacity is, compared to what we would require in order
to respond and mitigate the impact of a pandemic. Finally, it is apparent from the
experience of other states that have negotiated local health care reform, that expansion of
access is met with insufficient numbers of professionals to provide care for the newly
covered individuals.

One approach currently being evaluated and adopted in other states has been to carefully
examine the potential collaborative roles of other health care providers, including
advanced practice nurses, physician assistants, and dental hygienists in meeting the
medical and dental needs in communities. There is a rich research literature comparing
the health outcomes from nurses and hygienists that indicates there are systems and
settings where high quality care with good health outcomes can be provided to patients
by non-physician or non-dentist professionals.






